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A WOMAN who was under the il-
lusion that people were casting a
spell on her behaved strangely
four days before she killed her
mother and fell to her death from
the kitchen window of her HDB
flat in Ang Mo Kio Avenue 4, a
coroner’s court heard yesterday.

The body of sales promoter An-
drea Tay Su Lin, 51, was found at
the foot of Block 105 on June 4
while that of her mother, Madam
Rosaline Lim, a 75-year-old clean-
er in a clinic, was found on the
floor of the living room.

Madam Lim had multiple stab

wounds, most of them inflicted af-
ter her death. A chopper and knife
were recovered from the scene.

Weeks before the incident, Tay
had been behaving strangely, said
four people who had had contact
with her – her daughter, Ger-
maine, 17; Germaine’s father, Mr
Peh Hock Leong; Mr Peh’s girl-
friend; and Tay’s employer.

Investigation officer Toh De
Yong testified at the joint inquiry
into the deaths yesterday that
when Mr Peh and his girlfriend vis-
ited Tay at her workplace, a bed
linen shop in Tampines 1, she did
not look or behave like herself.

Tay said a curse had been put
on her and she could not work as

people were “preying on her and
sucking her energy”.

The court heard her relation-
ship with her mother had been
strained for about 10 years, since
her grandmother had died. Tay, a
divorcee, and her daughter lived
with Madam Lim, whom Tay
blamed for her grandmother’s
death. She believed Madam Lim
was trying to kill her so she could
take over the flat and custody of
Germaine, said Inspector Toh.

Sergeant Shahrul Hafify Jamil
testified that when police arrived
at the flat at about 4.50am on
June 4, they could not get in. “We
heard shouting – women’s voices
– from the unit,” he said. They

managed to gain entry when Ger-
maine threw her keys down to her
father. Germaine, who was in her
room during the quarrel, opened
her door when she heard a thud
and saw her grandmother on the
floor. She closed the door and
called Mr Peh.

Entering the flat, police offi-
cers saw Madam Lim’s body on
the floor, and Tay standing in the
kitchen. She turned and walked
rapidly towards the window. Sgt
Shahrul said he shouted at her to
stop but she climbed onto the
ledge and leapt to her death.

State Coroner Marvin Bay will
give his findings tomorrow.
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By DANSON CHEONG

A NEW one-stop, all-weather fa-
cility to train airborne troopers
was launched yesterday by the Sin-
gapore Armed Forces (SAF) at Pa-
sir Ris Camp.

The Airborne-Trooper Train-
ing Facility (ATF), the first of its
kind worldwide, is where soldiers
can learn to parachute as well as
to rappel from varying heights.

Officially opened by Defence
Minister Ng Eng Hen, the ATF ca-
ters to soldiers undergoing the
four-week Basic Airborne Course
and is currently training its first
batch of 80 trainees.

Previously, troopers had to
travel to several locations across
the island for their airborne train-
ing.

The new facility contains three
parachute simulators, including
the Airborne Trainer System
(ATS). This can simulate aircraft
exit, landing and wind speeds,
and landing conditions – the first
time all these elements have been
combined into a single system.

With the ATS, troopers jump

from an 11.2m-high platform
while rigged to machines attached
to a rail on the ceiling.

Each jump takes about two min-
utes. Different wind speeds, de-
scent speeds and landing condi-
tions can be programmed.

An arrow on the ground tells
soldiers which direction the
“wind” is coming from.

Trainers and troopers say the
new system is more realistic.

“The landing (systems) are
very close to the real landing it-
self,” said Master Warrant Officer
Oh Beng Lee, officer commanding
of the Static Line Wing.

He added that the new trainer
systems also eliminate the need

for assistants when performing
many of the training drills – sav-
ing time and manpower.

Operational trooper Muham-
mad Faris Asnin, 21, estimates
that practice jumps used to take
10 minutes per trainee, but this
has been slashed to only two min-
utes now.

“Trainees will have more time
to try out the new trainer systems
and this will boost their confi-
dence for the real jump,” said Sec-
ond-Lieutenant Faris.

Plans for the 2.4ha training fa-
cility began as far back as 2008,
said chief commando officer Si-
mon Lim, 48. He added that the
SAF had studied the airborne

training facilities of other coun-
tries before coming up with de-
signs for the Republic’s own, to-
gether with the Defence Science
and Technology Agency.

“We want to strengthen the
proficiency (of soldiers) to allow
them to be more confident when
they execute the actual live de-
scent,” said Colonel Lim.

But he said that although the
ATF improved the quality and effi-
ciency of training, there were cur-
rently no plans to shorten the
four-week training course.

But this would be reviewed at a
later date, he added.

Yesterday, Dr Ng toured the
new facility and tried out one of
the new systems where troopers
can practise rotating their para-
chutes. The ATF was a “worth-
while investment and a significant
improvement”, he told reporters.

“I think it’s a good training fa-
cility, very realistic. It gives me
confidence that if ever (our spe-
cial forces) are called upon... they
will be able to execute their tasks
properly,” he added.
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THE Singapore Armed Forces
(SAF) will be sending about 50
to 60 personnel to support the
multinational coalition combat-
ing the terrorist threat from the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria
(ISIS), said Defence Minister Ng
Eng Hen yesterday.

“Our planning officers and li-
aison officers have gone to (the
United States) Central Com-
mand, to be able to get a sense
of what the mission require-
ments are,” Dr Ng told the me-
dia on the sidelines of the launch
of the SAF’s airborne training fa-
cility.

When asked if a date for de-
ployment had been set, Dr Ng
said the SAF was going to time
its involvement with coalition ef-
forts – and no specific date was
available yet.

“As you know with the situa-
tion (over there), the weather
makes a difference, even certain
activities calm down when the
weather turns,” he said.

“We are going to synchronise
with when our help is most need-
ed,” he added.

Many areas of Syria and Iraq
are likely to see temperatures
plunge below zero deg C in the
mountains during winter.

Singapore is joining the Unit-
ed States-led coalition of more
than 30 countries to fight the
militant ISIS, which has in re-
cent months conducted violent
campaigns in Iraq and Syria.

Dr Ng had said in Parliament
last month that Singapore’s con-
tribution will include tanker air-
craft for air-to-air refuelling,
and an imagery analysis team,
which will operate from sur-
rounding countries with other
coalition forces.

All were previously deployed
in Iraq and Afghanistan.

No combat troops will be de-
ployed.

Yesterday, Dr Ng said
Singapore’s involvement has
been much appreciated.

“They know that as we did in
Afghanistan, we contributed
very positively... so our coali-
tion partners have welcomed
our involvement,” he said.
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Troopers practising disentangling their parachute cords during training on the Rotational Trainer System, one of three new parachute training simulators at the
Airborne-Trooper Training Facility, which was launched yesterday at Pasir Ris Camp. ST PHOTO: MARK CHEONG

By LINETTE LAI

PATIENTS in emergency ambu-
lances may soon be taken to the
private Raffles Hospital and pay
only the subsidised rates of public
hospitals.

The tie-up, which is the first of
its kind between the Government
and a private hospital, comes
amid efforts to take some strain
off emergency units in public hos-
pitals.

But only non-critical cases,
such as fractures and dislocations,

will be directed to Raffles Hospi-
tal, as the demand is greatest in
this target group, said a Health
Ministry spokesman yesterday.

Critically ill patients – for in-
stance, those having a heart at-
tack – will continue to be taken to
public hospitals.

Patients taken to Raffles Hospi-
tal must also be conveyed by
Singapore Civil Defence Force
(SCDF) ambulances and not non-
emergency private ambulances.

Announcing the move yester-
day, Health Minister Gan Kim

Yong said Raffles Hospital will
also provide subsidised inpatient
care and follow-ups at specialist
outpatient clinics.

“This partnership builds on
Raffles’ track record of contri-
buting to national health-care
needs,” he said of the move,
which will start by the middle of
next year.

“At the height of Sars (severe
acute respiratory syndrome) in
2003, we tapped Raffles to treat
patients who required non-urgent
surgery to relieve the overwhelm-
ing load on our public hospitals.”

Raffles Hospital, which sees
around 3,000 patients in its emer-
gency department each month,
will set aside 50 of its 168 beds

under the collaboration.
Raffles Medical Group execu-

tive chairman Loo Choon Yong
said the collaboration could help
ease public hospitals’ bed crunch.

“From time to time, (they) may
be short of beds,” said Dr Loo, re-
ferring to the public hospital sys-
tem. “Sometimes – seasonally –
there could be more patients and
they cannot cope.”

Mr Gan announced the tie-up
at Raffles Hospital’s ground-
breaking ceremony for its $310
million extension – a 20-storey
building dedicated to outpatient
traffic. It includes day surgery fa-
cilities, specialist clinics and radio-
therapy facilities.

The new building will take

around two years to complete, fol-
lowing which the hospital will ren-
ovate its main building to expand
inpatient facilities such as wards
and operating theatres.

Dr Loo said the extension will
enable Raffles Hospital to expand
its medical research and staff

training. “We will also provide
health-care and other skills train-
ing to countries in the region, help-
ing to strengthen Singapore’s posi-
tion as a regional centre for not on-
ly excellent health care, but also
advanced health-care treatment.”
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Raffles Medical Group executive chairman Loo Choon Yong (left) showing Health
Minister Gan Kim Yong a model of Raffles Hospital’s $310 million extension – a
20-storey building dedicated to outpatient traffic. ST PHOTO: AZIZ HUSSIN
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