
LONDON – The reconstruction of
Chelsea gathered pace with Tues-
day’s £32 million (S$68 million)
deal to sign Diego Costa, finally
ending Jose Mourinho’s search for
a top-class centre-forward.

The English football club have
triggered a buy-out clause in Cos-
ta’s contract by offering Atletico
Madrid £32 million for his ser-
vices. The Spain forward will com-
plete the formalities over the com-
ing days.

Tiago Mendes is also due to re-
join Chelsea from Atletico on a

two-year contract and Filipe Luis,
the Brazil left-back, is expected to
follow from the La Liga winners
as a replacement for Ashley Cole.

Along with the acquisition of
Cesc Fabregas from Barcelona for
£29.5 million, the three new arriv-
als from Atletico should signifi-
cantly strengthen Mourinho’s
squad for next season, but the
deal for the 25-year-old Costa is
regarded the most important.

It will be a new-look Chelsea
team next season, with Cole and
Frank Lampard having departed

on free transfers and with confir-
mation yesterday that Hilario and
Samuel Eto’o have also left after
the expiry of their contracts.

David Luiz, the Brazil defend-
er, has agreed to join Paris
Saint-Germain as Mourinho con-
tinues to rebuild the squad to his
design.

The manager will be particular-
ly relieved at the purchase of Cos-
ta, having spent much of last sea-
son bemoaning the lack of goals
from Eto’o, Fernando Torres and
Demba Ba, his forwards.

Mourinho frequently gave the
impression that the absence of a
top-class centre-forward was
why his team could not be regard-
ed as contenders to win the Pre-

mier League, in which they fin-
ished third, four points adrift of
Manchester City after scoring 31
fewer goals, or the Champions
League, in which they were beat-
en 3-1 on aggregate by Atletico in
the semi-final.

Costa was one of Atletico’s
scorers in their second-leg victory
at Stamford Bridge, but by then
he was firmly established as Chel-
sea’s main transfer target after a
highly impressive season.

lose Costa, as they face the threat-
ened break-up of the team who
reached the Champions League fi-
nal, but said that they had no
choice after Chelsea triggered the
release clause in the contract that
he signed last summer amid inter-
est from Liverpool.

Atletico’s search for a replace-
ment has led them to consider
Romelu Lukaku, whose future at
Chelsea remains uncertain after
impressive spells on loan to West

LONDON – Barcelona officials
were set to meet their Liverpool
counterparts in London yesterday
to open negotiations on a possible
deal for disgraced Anfield striker
Luis Suarez.

The Spanish giants, who have
already prepared a five-year con-
tract that would be worth in ex-

cess of £36 million (S$76.9 mil-
lion) to last season’s Premier
League top scorer, are believed to
be willing to pay £60 million to
sign the 27-year-old Uruguayan.

Liverpool believe he is worth in
excess of £80 million, and insist
they will not sell unless their valu-
ation is met, reported The Times.

But there is a reluctant accept-
ance that it would take a remarka-
ble effort to retain Suarez, particu-
larly as his suitors are Barcelona,
whom he has held a lifelong ambi-
tion to play for, as Damien Comol-
li, Liverpool’s former director of
football, confirmed on Tuesday.

“Speaking to Luis before, and

during, the World Cup, he’s al-
ways said he is very happy at Liv-
erpool,” he said. “But during our
time together at Anfield, he told
me that his dream is to play in
Spain at one point in his career, es-
pecially at Barcelona or Real Ma-
drid.”

After being expelled from the

World Cup last week and handed
a nine-match competitive interna-
tional ban as well as a four-month
sanction from any football activi-
ty for biting Italy defender Gior-
gio Chiellini, Suarez launched a
charm offensive on Monday, ad-
mitting his offence and vowing
there would be no repeat.

Commentators have suggested
this was engineered as part of Bar-
ca’s bid to sign Suarez, a sugges-
tion that seemed to be confirmed
after sporting director Andoni Zu-
bizarreta praised the player for his
“humility” in admitting his mis-
take.
REUTERS

By TERENCE ONG

FOR the third year in a row, Mr Teo Ser Luck will
be trading in his shirt and tie for a football kit, all
for a good cause.

Come Sept 20, the Minister of State for Trade
and Industry will once again lead a team of Mem-
bers of Parliament out for Singapore Pools’ Football
With A Heart (FWAH) executive charity fundraiser
at the new National Stadium.

While he will reprise his role as captain of the
team, Mr Teo is also looking forward to helping the
community through this event.

“Sport has always been one of the best ways to
bring people together,”
said the 46-year-old on
the sidelines of FWAH’s
launch at the Sports
Hub yesterday.

“I’ve always believed
that businesses can
make a difference in the
community... so what
better way to bring
them in than through (a
sporting event like
this).”

Organisers of the an-
nual event – now into
its third edition – hope
to have 60 companies
competing in the
five-a-side contest.

They are aiming to
raise $650,000 this year
for 10 beneficiaries.

They are the Bo Tien Welfare Services Society,
Care Community Services Society, Care United,
Children’s Charities Association of Singapore,
Peace-Connect, President’s Challenge 2014, Singa-
pore Cancer Society, Society for the Physically Disa-
bled, SportCares Foundation and Sunshine Welfare
Action Mission Home.

Already, 50 companies have committed to this
year’s event, 10 more than last year.

One of these new entrants is the Raffles Medical
Group.

“We are excited at this opportunity that allows
us to not only keep fit but also give back to socie-
ty,” said chief corporate officer Dr Prem Kumar
Nair, 53.

“Being in a people business, we are always con-
cerned about the welfare of the community around
us and we want to help out whenever we can.”

terong@sph.com.sg

Chelsea landed Brazil-born Diego Costa
by triggering the striker’s buy-out
clause. PHOTO: AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

A mascot greets Mr Teo Ser Luck at the launch of the
fundraising event. With him is Tan Soo Nan, chief
executive, Singapore Pools. PHOTO: MARK CHEONG

Mourinho seeks two more Atletico
players as he reconstructs squad

£20m price gap as Liverpool and Barcelona start talks on Suarez

COSTA BOOSTS BLUES’ FIRE-POWER

Goal is to
raise $650k

PERFECT MATCH

Sport has always
been one of the
best ways to
bring people
together.
– Mr Teo Ser Luck,
Minister of State for
Trade and Industry
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